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“I'will strive to live with love and care,
upon the level, by the square.”

Inscribed upon a bronze square found last year during archeological excavations in
northern England. it is believed to date from the early 1300's, and as relevant today
as it was when originally conceived (wouldn't you agree?).

Symbolism, for the purpose of teaching, is not a recent concept. In fact, it is the oldest
method known to mankind. We know that the ancient Egyptians used it. The Sumarians
Chinese and other later civilizations adapted and used it to convey a particular message

There have been references to the square as a symbol of morality long before the
beginning of modern Masonry, as we know it today:

* The Egyptians believed that “truth and justice” were “on the square”

* Confucius in about 500 BC, referred to the “squareness of actions”

* Mencius, the Chinese philosopher (372 BC) refers to “square actions”

* Simonides of Ceos, the Greek lyrical poet of about 600 BC and Aristotle in about
350 BC refer to “square actions” and associate this with “honest dealings, high
morality and virtue”.

The square as a symbol is not a Masonic invention, it is certainly far from new, but it
seems to have a remarkable consistency of meaning through the times. Just because
Freemasons have adopted these mason's and builder's symbols, doesn’t really mean
that our foundations are actually in the old Stone Mason’s Guilds.

MAY NOTABLES INCLUDE:

1617 Born: Bro. Elias Ashmole, English chemist and “first” Speculative Freemason
1779 Died. French author and philosopher, Bro. Jean Voltaire.

1824 Last public appearance by Bro. Ludwig Van Beethoven, in Venice - ltaly
1883 Born. Bro. Douglas Fairbanks Jr., silent screen movie star.

1884 Born. Bro. Harry S. Truman, US President.

1888 Born. Bro. Irving Berlin, famous musical composer,

1916 Born. Bro. John (Jack) Warner (Warner Bros.) famous movie producer

Amongst the comments received this month, one was from a Past Master who requests
that we somehow convince all of you to attend next degree night. He maintains that our
Candidates would be favorably impressed by full sidelines, and thus feel they joined the .
strong and vibrant organization we know Freemasonry to be. Would you please help put
this plan into action? We have to give it a try. "




The Five Points of Fellowship

The central bonds that hold Freemasonry together are found in the obligations we
have taken and the commitment to which we honor them. The word fraternity has
its origins in the Latin word “Frater” which means “Brother”. Thus, our fraternity
is a Brotherhood, or sacred band of Brothers, committed to mutual support,
understanding, and affection. The symbol which best communicates our
commitment is the Five Pointed Star, presented in the Master Mason’s Degree.
Each point of the star represents a point of fellowship and reminds us of our obligations to each other. As a group
of equals, the Five Pointed Star should guide our actions toward one another.

With the first point of fellowship, we are instructed to go by foot to answer the needs of others, but more
especially that of a Brother Freemason. This is not to say we ignore others in our benevolent acts, but rather that
we look carefully not to ignore our Brothers in need. Beyond helping with Masonic instruction and guarding a
Brother's fidelity, we should strive to insure our Brethren reach their potential and serve the Order to the fullest.
Helping them to improve themselves helps us be better Freemasons,

Within the second point of fellowship, we find the power of prayer, especially prayer directed for the
benefit of a fallen Brother. When we kneel to pray, we call upon the most powerful force to bring about
good. Acknowledging our dependence upon The Most High can lead to the wisdom to see His path, the
courage to choose that path above all others, and the strength to carry out His will. Clarity of action and
concern for the welfare of our Brethren makes Freemasonry a stronger Fraternity.

With the third point of fellowship, we are reminded of the responsibility of trust.  Holding in our heart the
secrets of our Brother Freemason is a sacred responsibility. We do have some discretion with those secrets, but
our honor requires treating them with the utmost respect. When communicated to us confidentially, a Brother's
words are to be securely guarded, as we would wish our own words to be properly guarded. We earn the trust of
others by giving trust, and our Brother is our most trusted friend.

In the fourth point of fellowship, we are charged to support the character of our Brother either before his
face or behind his back. In an age when people eagerly seize rumors concerning the conduct of others, we
must guard the character and integrity of our Brethren on all occasions. As Freemasons we are charged to
erect our Masonic edifices, not tear them down, and a careless word can do more harm than good.

With the fifth point of fellowship, we are encouraged to give wise counsel to our Brother Freemason and
to support him in his time of need. In Ancient Craft Masonry, the hand symbolized support, while the
whispered counsel, if found worthy, was equally common. The key is to see the responsibility of communicating
good advice and providing support and help in implementing that advice. No matter who we are, we will need
some help at some time, and, as Freemasons, we should strive to be available to offer our assistance to others
when needed.

Thus the Five Pointed Star reminds us to extend love and affection to our Brother Freemasons, doing for each of
them as we would wish done for each of us. Each point carries an important lesson and responsibility found within
the teachings of the Third Degree. Never forget that five-pointed ritual and the bonds that unite us into a sacred
band of friend and brothers who strive to emulate the love of the Supreme Grand Architect of the Universe.
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